
ASS 

With innocence and meditation join d , _ . 

In foft ajemblage, liftcn to my fong. Thomfotl s Spring. 

To ASSEMBLE, v. a. [ajembler, Fr.J To bring together in- 
to one place. It is ufed both of pcrlons and things. 

And lie fhall fet up an cnfign for the nations, and lnall aj- 
femhle the outcafts of Ifrael, and gather together the difperfed 

Of Judah. UJ 7 ° b ’ XI - ,2 ‘ 

He wonders for what end you have ajmbted 
Such troops of citizens to come to him. Sbak. Richard W. 

To Assemble, v. n. To meet together. 

Tlicfe men ajcmbled, and found Daniel praying. Dan. vi.it. 
Assembly. ». f [ajcmbiie, Fr.] A company met together. 

Having heard, by fame. 

Of this fo noble, and fo fair afembly. 

This night to meet here, they could do no levs. 

Out of the great refpeft they bear to beauty. Sbak. H. V 111. 

Asse'nt. n.f. [ ajenfus , Lat.] 

upon the whole, the undemanding determine its ajent. Locke. 

2. upon ^ churc h, requiring thereunto 

that religious ajent of chriftian belief, wherewith the words 
of the holy prophets are received, and not to (hew it in fcrip- 

turci this did the Fathers evermore think urdawfb 1 , impious, 

. .. Hooker*, o . lu $ 5* 

an The evidence of God’s own teftimony, added unto the natu- 
ral ajent of reafon concerning the certainty of them, doth " 
a Me comfort and confirm the fame. Hooker, b . ,. § . 2. 

Without the king’s ajfeni or knowledge, 

You wrought to be a legate. Shakejp. Henry ' 

Faith, on the other fide, is the ajent to any propofit.on, not 
thus made cut by the deduction of reafon, but upon cre^ 

To ASsISt!*®’ ». [. affinthre , Lat. ] To concede ; to yield to, 

° r Andffie Jews alfo afented, faying, that thefejhmp were 

Assentation. n.f. [ajentatio, Lat.] Compliance with the 
AS :^Lth4 oi/of flattery or diflimulation. DiSt. 

« K, P~ and 
meats. 

To ASSE RT. V. a. [afero, Lat] 

To maintain ; to defend either by words or a£bons. 

Your forefathers have afferted the party which they chofe till 
death, and died for its defence. Dryden s Virgil , Dedication. 

2. To affirm. 

q. To claim; to vindicate a title to. 

° Nor can the grovelling mind. 

In the dark dungeon of the limbs confin’d, 

AJert the native skies, or own its hcav nly kind. Dry e . 
Assertion, n.f. [from ajert.] I he act of aflcrting. 

If any affirm the earth doth move, and will not believe wit! 
us it ftandeth {till ; bccaufe he hath probable reafons for it, and 
I no infallible fenfe or reafon againft it, I ( will not quarrel L wit 
. . rr .■ Brown s Vulgar Lrrours, b. i. 

Acse'rtTve ”'adj. [from ajert.] Pofitive; dogmatical ; peremptory. 
He was not fo fond of the principles he undertook to illuftrate 
us to boaft their certainty; propofmg them not in ncontt 
and offer the form, but as probabilities and hypothefes Glanv. 
Asse'rtor. n.f [from ajert.'] Maintainer; vindicator; fup- 

portcr ; affirmer. 

Among th’ ajert on of free reafon s claim. 

Our nation’s not the lead in worth or fame. Dryden. 

Faithful ajertor of thy country’s caufe, 

Britain with tears fhall bathe thy glorious wound. Prior. 

It is an ufual piece of art to undermine the authority of un- 
damcntal truths^ by pretending to fliew hnwweak ^proofs 
are which their ajert on employ in defence of them. Atterbury. 
To" & »• « La*-] To ferve, help, 

TaSSE'SS v.a. [from ajfejlart, Ilal. To make eqoili- 

ing afliftance or advice. 

Assessment-, n.f. [from toqjjcjs.] 
i . The fum levied on certain property. 

2 ’ 1 WhS greater immunity and happinefs can there be to a peo- 
ple, thanto be liable to no laws, but what they m k e hem- 
lelvcs > To be fubjeft to no contribution, ajfment, or any 
pecunianr levy whatfoever, but what they vote, and Ivolui.ta- 
Sy ^2 unto themfelves ? Harnett Pre-eminence of Parham. 

>*> ° r »>» 

afiift the judge. 

Minos, the ftrift inquifitor, appears ; 
a n.i U....C an l rrlmes. with his alfelJors, hears. 


ASS 

Round in his urn the blended balls he rowls, 

Abfolves the juft, and dooms the guilty fouls 

2. He that fits by another as next in dignity. 

To his Son, 

Th’ ajejor of his throne, he thus began. Par. Loft, b. vi. 

Twice ftronger than his fire, who fat above, 

AJeffor to the throne of thund’ring Jove. Dry den’s Iliad. 

3. He that lays taxes ; derived from ajefs. 

A'ssets. n.f. without the fingular. [ajcz, Fr.] Goods fufikient 
to difeharge that burden, which is caft upon the executor or 
heir, in fatisfying the teftators or anceftors debts or legacies. 
Whoever pleads ajets, fayeth nothing ; but that the perfon 
againft whom he pleads, hath enough come to his hands, to 
difeharge what is in demand. Cornel. 

To ASSE'VER. \v. a. [ajfevero, Lat.] To affirm with great 
To Asse'verate. J folcmnity, as upon oath, 

Assevera'tion. n.f. [from ajevcrate.\ Solemn affirmation, 
as upon oath. 

That which you are perfuaded of, ye have it no otherwife 
than by your own only probable colleftion ; and therefore fuch 
bold ajeverations , as in him were admirable, fhould, in your 
mouths, but argue rafhnefs. Hooker , Preface. 

Another abufe of the tongue I might add ; vehement ajeve- 
rations upon flight and trivial occafions. Ray on Creation . 

The repetition gives a greater emphafis to the words, and 
a (rrees better with the vehemence of the fpeaker in making his 
ajeveration. Broome’s Notes on Odjfty. 

A'sshead. n* f [from afs and head.] One flow oi apprehen- 

fion ; a blockhead. , 

Will you help an afshead, and a coxcomb, and a knave, a 
a thin-faced knave, a gull. Shakejp. Hamlet. 

Assidu'ity. n.f [ ajjiduite , Fr. ajjiduitas , Lat.] Diligence; 

clofenefs of application. 

Can he, who has undertaken this, want convittion of the ne- 
ccffity of his utmoft vigour and ajduity to acquit himfclf of 

it? “ 

We obferve the addrefs and ajtduity they will ufeto corrupt 

us. . 

I have, with much pains and ajduity. qualified myfclf tor a 
nomenclator. ^elifon. Guardian. N« 107. 

ASSFDUOUS. 'tidy, [ajdutts, Lat.] Conftant in application. 

And if by pray’r 

InccfTant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would notccafe 
To weary him with my ajuluous cries. Parad. LoJt, b. xi. 
The molt ajduous talebearers, and bittcreft revilcrs, arc of. 
ten half-witted people. Government of the Tongue. § 6. 

In fummer, you fee the hen giving herfelf greater freedoms, 
and quitting her care for above two hours together; but m win- 
ter, when the rigour of the feafon would chill the principles of 
life, and deftroy the young one, fhe grows mow ajuluous in her 
attendance, and flays away but half the tun e.Jddifoti.Sptfftrior. 
Each ftill renews her little labour. 

Nor juftles her ajduous neighbour. . 

Assi'duously. adv. [from ajduous.'] Dihgently ^continually. 
The trade, that obliges artificers to be ajduoufly comcrlant 

with their materials, is that of glafs-men. J: 

The habitable earth may have been perpetually the drier, 
feeing it is ajduoufly drained and exhaufted by the feas. Bentley. 
To Assi'ege. v.a. [ajeger. Fr.] I o bcfiege. 'V 

ASSIE'NTO. n. f. [In Spanifh a contrail or bargain. J A 
contract or convention between the king of Spam and otMf 
powers, for furniffiing the Spanifh dominions in Am«awj 
nem-o flaves. This contract was transferred from the frenen 
to “the Englifh South-Sea company, by the treaty of « 
thirty years; who were likewife permitted to fend a regime 
{hip, J 500 tuns, yearly to the Spanifh fettlemcnts, wiffi^ 

pean goods. T i 

To ASSI'GN. v. a. [ ajgncr . Fr. ajgno, Lat.] 

1. To mark out; to appoint. , . 

He ajgned Uriah unto a place where he knew that val ^ 
men were. 

Both joining. 

As join’d in injuries, one enmity 
Againft a foe by doom exprefs ajgn’d us. 

That cruel lerpent. • • - ’ ^ 

True quality is neglected, virtue is opprefTed, and v 
umphant. The laft day will ajgn to every one a tomn 
able to his character. ^ehfon. SpeSi. N “ 

To fix with regard to quantity or value. 

There is no fuch intrinfick, natural, fettled win- ^ 
thing, as to make any ajgned quantity of it con - , ^ 


2 . 


any ajgned quantity of another. r ; £ ht 

. In law. In general, to appoint a deputy, or make ov P 
to another ; in particular, to appoint or fet torth ’ j ‘^5 
error, is to fhew in what part of the procefs error is co. ■ 
to ajgn fidfe judgment, is to declare how and wher th 
ment is unjuft : to ajgn the ccfTor, is to jh c\ w here- 

tiffi had celled, or given over : to ajgn waftc, is to inev ^ 
in cfpecially the wafte fe committed. i, cn urkeJ 

\'.si'gn able. adj. [horn ajgn.'] 1 hat which 


out, or fixed. 
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ASS 

the world did not ^ 

- - — 

m Tb; lovers expefted the return of this ftated hour with as 
J! impatience^ if it had been a real ajgnation. Spefiator. 
Or when a whore, in her vocation, Swift. 

Keeps pun&ual to an ajgnation. J ‘ 

Assignee-, ruf. any Unefs, or enjoy 

n ! . a ( i 7nee in deed, is he that is appointed by a perfon , aj- 
ftgnee i.fl w, is he whom the law maketh fo, without any^p- 

As^i'o'khr ' C [from ajgn.] He that appoints. 

The Gofpd is at once the ajgncr of our task^and ^ma- 

AsfiTNM^NT^ n.f [( rom ajgn.] Appointment of one thing 

with regard to another thing or perfon. . 

The only thing which maketh any place publick, is the | 
blick ajgnment thereof unto fuch duties. Hooker, b. v. § 1 z. 

This inftitution, which affigns it to a perfon, whom we have 
no ru’e to know, is juft as good as an ajgnment to no body at 


all. 


Locke. 


ASS 

t. S A^rfon eng4ed an artln not a? principal, but as aux 
or minifterial. 

Some young towardly noblemen or gentlemen were ufuafly 
fent as affiants or attendants, according to the quality of the 
perfons. Bacon’s Advice to Sir George Vtlhcrs. 

2 . Sometimes it is only a fofter word for an attendant. 

The pale ajflants on each other ftari d, , 

With gaping mouths for ifluing words prepar’d. Dryden. 

AS Atf^fembfy of^ights and’other fubftantial men, with the 
bailiff or juftice, in a certain place, and at a certain time. 

2. A jury. 

o. An ordinance or ftatute. , , , . . 

4. The court, place, or time, where and when the writs and pro- 

ceffes of ajooe are taken. 


The law was never executed by any juftices of ajooe, nit 
ale left to their own laws. Sir J. Davies on Ireland. 

At each affiooe and term we try 

- • ’ Dryden’ s Juvenal. 


the people 


AsIrtmABlE. olj. tftpm That which may be ecu- 

verted to the fame nature with fomething elfe. 

The fpirits of many, long before that time, will find but na- 
ked habitations ; and meeting no ajmilables wherein to re- 
aft their natures, muft certainly participate fuch natural defo- 
larions. Brown s Vulgar Err ours. b. vi. 

To ASSIMILATE, v. a. [ajmilo, Lat.] 

1 To convert to the fame nature with another thing. 

Birds ajmilate lefs, and exccrn more, than beafts ; for 
their excrements are ever liquid, and their flefh generally more 
d Bacon’s Nat. Htjlory. 

Birds be commonly better meat than beafts, bccaufe their 
flefh doth ajmilate more finely, and fecerneth more fubtely. 

Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. N° 680. 

Tafting concoft, digeft, ajmilate , 

And corporeal to incorporeal turn. Milt. Farad. Lojt. 

Hence alfo animals and vegetables may ajmilate their nou- 
rifhment ; moift nourifhment eafily changing its texture, till it 
becomes like the denfc earth. Newton. 

2. To bring to a likenefs, or rcfemblancc. 

A ferine and neccffitous kind of life would eafily ajmilate at 
leaft the next generation to barbarifm and ferinenefs. 

Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 
They are not over patient of mixture ; but fuch, whom they 
cannot ajimilate, foon find it their intcreft to remove. Swift. 
Assi'milateness. n.f [from ajimilate.] Likenefi. DU 1. 

AssimilaTion. n.f. [from ajmilate.] 

1. The aft of converting any thing to the nature or fubftancc of 
another. 

It furthers the very aft of ajmilation of nourifhment, by 
fome outward emollients that make the parts more apt to affi- 
milate. Bacon’s Natural Htjlory. N° 59. 

2. The ftate of being affimilated. 

A nourifhment in a large acceptation, but not in propriety, 
conferving the body, not repairing it by ajmilation, but pre- 
ferving it by ventilation. Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. iii. 

3. The aft of growing like fome other being. 

It is as well the inftinft as duty of our nature, to afpire to 
an ajmilation with God ; even the moft laudable and generous 
ambition. Dec. of Piety. 

To Assi'mulate. v.a. [ajtmulo, Lat.] To feign; to coun- 
terfeit. Dit 7. 

Assimula'tion. n.f. [ajmulatio, Lat.] A diffembling; a 
counterfeiting. Difl. 

To ASSFST. v. a. [ ajflcr , Fr. ajjlo, Lat.] To help. 

Receive her in the Lord, as bccometh faints, and ajjl her in 
whatfover bufinefs fhe hath need. Rom. xvi. ?. 

It is neceffary and ajjling to all our other intclleftual facul- 
ties. Locke. 

Acquaintance with method will ajifl one in ranging human 
affairs. Watts’s Logick. 

She no fooner yielded to adultery, but fhe agreed to ajjl in 
the murder of her hufband. Broome on Odyjcy. 

Assistance, n.f. [ ajjlanc: , French.] Help ; furtherance. 
The council of Trent commends recourfe, not only to the 
prayers of the faints, but to their aid and ajjlance : What doth 
this aid and ajjlance fignify ? Stillinrflcet. 

V ou have abundant ajflances for this knowledge, in excellent 
books. Wake's Preparation for Death. 

Let us entreat this neccfLry ajjlance, that by his grace he 
would lead us. " Rogers. 

Assistant, adj. [from ajjl.] Helping; lending aid. 

Same perchance did adhere to the duke, and were affiant to 
him openly, or at leaft under hand. Halt's Com. Law of Engl. 
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A thoufand rafealsof as deep a dye. 

5. Any court of juftice. 

The judging God fhall clofe the book of fate. 

And there the laft ajooes keep. 

For thofe who wake, and thofe who flcep. Dryden. 

6. AJze of bread, ale, &c. Meafure, or quantity. Thus it isfaid, 
when wheat is of fuch a price , the bread Jail be of fuch affize. 

7. Meafure; rate: for which we now Life jize. See Size. 

On high hill’s top I law a ftately frame. 

An hundred cubits high by juft ajooe. 

With hundred pillars. Spcn. Vi ft on of Bfiay. 

To Assi’ze. v. a. [from the noun.] 1 o fix the rate of any 
thing by an ajooe or writ. 

Assi'zer, or Assiser. n.f. [from ajiooe.] Is an officer that has 
the care and overfight of weights and meafures. Chambers. 
Asso'ci able. adj. \_aJociabilis, Lat.] 1 hat which may be joined 
to another. 

To ASSO'CIATE. v. a. [ ajocicr , Fr. ajocio, Lat.] 

1. To unite with another as a confederate. 

A fearful army led by CaiusMarcius, 

AJociated with Aufidius, rages 

Upon our territories. Shakejp. Coriolanus, 

2. To adopt as a friend upon equal terms. 

Affociate in your town a wand’ring train. 

And ftrangers in your palace entertain. Dryden s /Encid, 

3. To accompany; to keep company with another. 

Friends fhould ajociate friends in grief and woe. 

Shakejp. Titus Andronicus. 

4. It has generally the particle with-, as, he ajociated with his 
maftcr’s enemies. 

Asso'ciate. adj. [from the verb.] Confederate ; joined in in- 
tereft or purpofe. 

While I defeend through darknefs, 

T o my ajociate pow’rs, them to acquaint 
With thefe fucccffes. Milt. Par. Lojl , l. x. 

Asso'ciate. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. A perfon joined with another ; a partner. 

They perfuade the king, now in old age, to make Plangus 
his ajociate in government with him. Sidney, b. ii. 

2. A confederate. 

Their defender, and his ajociates, have fithence proposed to 
the world a form fuch as themfelves like. Hooker, l. v. § 17. 

3. A companion ; implying fome kind of equality. 

He was accompanied with a noble gentleman, no unfuitable 
ajociate. Wotton. 

Sole Eve, ajociate foie, to me beyond 
Compare, above all living creatures dear. 

Milton’s Paradife Lojl , l. ix. 
But my ajociates now my ftay deplore, 

Impatient. Pope’s Qdyjey. 

Association, n.f. [from ajociate.] 

1. Union; conjunction; fociety. 

The church being a fociety, hath the felf-fame original 
grounds, which other politick iocieties have; the natural in- 
clination which all men have unto fociable life, and confent to 
fome certain bond of ajociation ; which bond is the law that 
appointeth what kind of order they fhall be aflociatcd in. 

Hooker, b. u 

2. Confederacy ; union for particular purpofes. 

This could not be done but with mighty oppofition : againft 
which, to ftrengtben themfelves, they fecredy entered into a 
league of ajociation. Hooker, Preface. 

3. Partnerfhip. 

Self-denial is a kind of holy ajfociation with God ; and, by 
making you his partner, in tereft s you in all his happinefs Boyle. 

4. Conncftion. 

Ajociation of ideas is of great importance, and may he of 
excellent ufe. " Watts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

5. Appofition ; union of matter. 

The changes of corporeal things are to be placed only in 
the various feparations, and new ajciations and mot ons of 
tlicfc permanent particles. Nrwton's Gptuks. 

A'ssonance. 


